
LS4	
  Teacher	
  Resource	
  1:	
  The	
  Inquiry	
  process	
  
The	
  following	
  questions	
  support	
  the	
  key	
  stages	
  of	
  an	
  historical	
  inquiry.	
  These	
  questions	
  could	
  be	
  
used	
  as	
  the	
  basis	
  of	
  an	
  inquiry	
  booklet.	
  

1.	
   What	
  do	
  I	
  already	
  know	
  about	
  the	
  topic?	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  

2.	
   What	
  do	
  I	
  need	
  to	
  know?	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  

3.	
   What	
  are	
  the	
  focus	
  questions	
  for	
  the	
  inquiry	
  topic?	
  Develop	
  at	
  least	
  5	
  main	
  focus	
  questions	
  to	
  
research.	
  (Review	
  questions	
  from	
  the	
  learning	
  sequences	
  and	
  brainstorm	
  questions	
  on	
  reasons,	
  
contributions,	
  problems	
  and	
  overall	
  significance	
  of	
  migrant	
  group).	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  



4.	
   Researching	
  to	
  answer	
  focus	
  questions	
  -­‐	
  note	
  key	
  points	
  from	
  all	
  books/	
  internet	
  sites	
  and	
  
carefully	
  write	
  down	
  all	
  references	
  for	
  the	
  information.	
  

Focus	
  Question	
  1	
  :	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Write	
  a	
  detailed	
  reference	
  for	
  the	
  source	
  of	
  this	
  information.	
  (see	
  Bibliography/reference	
  list	
  framework	
  in	
  SCSA	
  k-­‐10	
  
Year	
  9	
  assessment	
  sample	
  cited	
  below)	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Repeat	
  for	
  Focus	
  Questions	
  2,	
  3,	
  4,	
  5,	
  etc	
  (See	
  SCSA	
  k-­‐10	
  Inquiry	
  process	
  booklet	
  )	
  

5.	
   Organise	
  evidence	
  -­‐	
  group	
  discussion	
  on	
  how	
  to	
  organise	
  and	
  present	
  evidence,	
  incorporating	
  
different	
  perspectives,	
  initial	
  conclusions,	
  deciding	
  what	
  further	
  research	
  is	
  required.	
  

6.	
   Communicating	
  research	
  -­‐	
  sharing	
  your	
  research	
  on	
  the	
  experiences	
  and	
  contribution	
  of	
  a	
  non-­‐
European	
  group	
  in	
  the	
  Australian	
  colonies,	
  especially	
  the	
  Swan	
  River	
  colony.	
  	
  	
  

A	
  template	
  for	
  the	
  structure	
  of	
  an	
  inquiry	
  process	
  booklet	
  can	
  be	
  found	
  on	
  the	
  SCSA	
  k-­‐10	
  
assessment	
  samples	
  website.	
  Type	
  the	
  following	
  into	
  your	
  search	
  engine:	
  “SCSA	
  k-­‐10	
  outline”,	
  
Click	
  on	
  “Assessing”	
  on	
  the	
  top	
  bar,	
  then	
  “Assessment	
  Activities”	
  click	
  on	
  Year	
  9	
  and	
  then	
  
Humanities	
  and	
  Social	
  Sciences	
  and	
  choose	
  the	
  HASS	
  History	
  Year	
  9	
  Sample	
  Assessment	
  Task-­‐
“Turning	
  Points	
  in	
  the	
  Industrial	
  Revolution”.	
  The	
  Inquiry	
  process	
  booklet	
  can	
  be	
  found	
  on	
  pp	
  4-­‐11	
  
of	
  this	
  task.	
  

	
  


